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As newcomers to Lakefield, we were 
urged to walk the Trail. We took 
advantage of cold, clear evenings to 
walk a short part of the Trail, and now 
appreciate this special resource. 

 We especially like the few blocks 
between Albert and Queen Streets, which 
show a great deal about Lakefield’s 
character. On this stretch, one finds a 
Little Free Library, both whimsical and 
generous; the firehall, whose crew is both 
volunteer and professional, and deeply 

committed to the community; memorial 
trees and benches (quite comfy, we 
tested them), indicating people’s love of 
this place. There is an artist’s studio, a 
sign about the history of the railroad in 
Lakefield, and some fascinating houses. 

 That the trail crosses Lakefield, 
linking the water, neighbourhoods and 
downtown, makes it possible to get 
places, meet people, and sense the spirit 
of this amazing community.

  – Drew Davey & Laura Peers

Lakefield Trail: A Window into the Village

In collaboration with the Selwyn Public 
Library, the Lakefield Trail Stewardship 
Committee represented by Mary Marsden 
and Bruce Bellchambers conducted a walk 
around the Trail on Saturday, September 
15. Fourteen participants joined the 
group. 

 Trail members Mary Marsden and Bruce 
Bellchambers led the walk covering most 
of the trail on a beautiful fall day. Mary 
recounted some highlights of village 
history while Bruce covered the history of 
the Trail. 

 It was an enjoyable event that may 
be repeated again. We will be working 
with the Selwyn Public Library to host 
other events. In August 2019, there will 
be a first annual ‘Read a Book on a Bench 
Day.’ Stay tuned for further details as the 
summer draws closer!

Autumn Trail Walk 
MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR

Last year was different from the 
past 17 for the Lakefield Trail. It was 
the first year that snow stopped us 
from repairing the Trail on our April 
workday. We also gained three active 
members for our committee which I 
believe is a record. 

 Over the year we did complete the 
usual work and host the events we do 
in a normal year. 

 When we installed our 50th bench 
in the fall, I thought this would be our 
biggest accomplishment for the year. 
Then, we were able to solve a problem 
that is as old as the Trail – the Trail 
ending at the old train station! 

 In the past, people would see the 
Trail end as they walked north on 
Rabbit Street. Steve, the public works 
manager, widened Stanley Street so 
the Trail could go along the street but 
locals used it for parking. Next we 
posted a map to lessen confusion. 

 Then, this fall the Trail Committee 
along with Selwyn recreation and 
public works departments built a 
Trail beside the Lakefield Restaurant 
between Rabbit and Queen Streets 
solving our 18-year-old problem! Thank 
you Mike and Rick. We look forward to 
paving this section of the trail in the 
spring! 

 “See you on the trail!” 

– Bruce Bellchambers



upcoming
TRAIL EVENTS

•  Earth Week Trail Work Day 
Saturday, April 20, 2019, 9 AM  
Meet at the shade shelter, Water St.

•  Native Plant Garden Day 
Saturday, May 11, 2019, 9 AM  
Meet at the Service Ontario building, 
Water St.

•  Family Paddle Day 
Thursday, June 13, 2019, 5:30 PM  
Meet at the Lakefield Beach, Hague 
Point

•  Summer Garden Work Days 
3 Wednesdays: June 19, July 17, 
August 21. Meet at the Service 
Ontario building, Water St. at 6 PM

•  Booth at Lakefield Jazz Festival 
Saturday, July 6, 2019

•  Booth at Lakefield Sidewalk Sale 
Saturday, August 10, 2019 (tbc)

•  PolarFest Night Hike 
Friday, January 31, 2020, 7 PM (tbc) 
Meet at the Marshland Centre

“See You on the Trail” Events

In 1998, despite her very active role in 
local politics as Deputy Reeve of the 
Village of Lakefield, Mary Smith found 
time to chair a Special Events Committee 
for the municipality, to work on events to 
celebrate the 125th anniversary of the Village 
in the year 2000. The signature project 
for this Committee was the building of the 
Lakefield Trail. 

 The Committee consisted of interested 
local citizens who worked with Mary on the 
multitude of processes required to reach the 
point where trail construction could begin, 
including fundraising. Mary was in charge of 
publicity and media relations, inspiring the 
rest of the Committee in their various tasks. 

On February 6, 1999, a very successful 
inaugural gala took place at Lakefield College 
School, netting $7,500. Since that time 
there have been three more galas held and 
Mary has helped with all these events, with 
funds being used to maintain and extend the 
Lakefield Trail.

trail hero
MARY SMITH

As they have done for a number of years, 
the Lakefield Trail Stewardship Committee 
organised two hikes along the Lakefield 
Trail in 2018. 

 In the spring, Gabby Nichols from 
Invasive Species Ontario led a group of 
hikers along the Hague Point section 
of the trail to observe the numerous 
bird species as well as to talk about the 
various tree species, invasive plants, and 
the emerald ash borer. 

 As part of the 2019 Polar Fest weekend 
events, the Lakefield Trail Stewardship 
Committee organised a winter trail 
walk along the Hague Point section of 
the trail. After the opening ceremonies 
and an impressive firework display, 110 
participants took part in the hike. The 
participants were divided into four groups 
and they visited four stations along the 
trail. Outdoor specialists Sheila Potter, 
Derek Potter, Kim Dobson, and Hugh 
Dobson shared their knowledge of such 
topics as star gazing, animal habitats, 
and wildlife adaption to winter. After 
the hike, there was a bonfire on the 
beach where everyone warmed up with 
hot cider and cookies as well as roasted 
marshmallows.

 In June, Committee members took part 
in the Family Paddle Day by organising a 
bonfire barbecue for participants who, 
despite the inclement weather, came 
out to paddle on Lake Katchewanooka. 
After working up an appetite paddling, 
participants cooked hot dogs and roasted 
marshmallows and enjoyed cold drinks 
and a piece of ‘canoe’ cake.  Many 
thanks to Lakefield Foodland, M&M 
Meats, and Jenny at The Pantry for 
their contributions to the refreshments. 
Thanks also to Adventure Outfitters for 
generously providing boats to try out on 
the water and for providing on-water 
coaching.

 In order to keep the public informed 
about the activities of the Lakefield Trail 
Stewardship Committee, an information 
booth was set up at the Jazz and Art 
Festival in July, at the Sidewalk Sale in 
August, and at the annual Ride Don’t Hide 
event in June. 



 The first session normally focuses on 
the Water Street section of the Trail with 
a view to spreading limestone screenings, 
mulching around trees, litter clean up, 
and trimming extraneous shrubs along the 
riverside. For the first time in a number 
of years, the weather was just too cold 
and wintery to continue with ‘day one’ 
activities. Our esteemed chairperson, 
Bruce Bellchambers, decided to cancel 
day one and proceed with day two only. 

 Day two was a warmish spring day 
when a number of committee members 
and volunteers appeared to clean up 
the lily bed and the native plant garden 
beside the Service Ontario building. A 
thick layer of mulch was spread to deter 
further weed emergence. After about 
four hours of work, the native plant 
garden and lily bed were in great shape. 
Mary Marsden worked on the tulip bed 
surrounding the Cenotaph. We were 
treated to Tim Horton’s coffee and donuts 
on site for our efforts – most welcome – 
thanks to Barb Bellchambers! 

 In advance, Lakefield College School 
helped in our spring cleanup with a 
village-wide litter collection – thanks to 
those students as well. 

 Later in the season, Bruce decided to 
address the day one shortfall with the 
help of Mike Richardson who is the Parks 
and Recreation manager from Selwyn 
Township. After about eight hours of 
backbreaking labor, these two individuals 
had the limestone screenings spread. 
What a testament to the regular valued 
contribution of community volunteers! I 
doubt that day one will be cancelled this 
year, no matter the weather! 

 Bruce and various volunteers continued 
Trail maintenance over the summer with 
tree pruning and bench installation. 
Volunteers met monthly to continue with 
Native Plant garden bindweed removal 
and general garden cleanup This year, 
we will again inject selected ash trees to 
protect them from the Emerald Ash Borer.

Trail Maintenance

 This year, we look forward to a good 
turnout of community volunteers for the 
annual early spring limestone screening 
spreading along Water St. As usual we’ll 
meet at the Water St. shade shelter 
equipped with wheelbarrows, rakes, 
shovels, clippers, gardening gloves, and 
lots of enthusiasm.

 Maintenance of the Trail is an ongoing 
commitment and the work continues 
over the summer. Projects include tree 
planting and removal of weeds emerging 
under the benches. Over the complete 
summer season, mulching the gardens 
and weed removal is a regular task 
performed by our volunteers. We slate 
regular ‘bindweed removal’ evenings for 
the native plant garden. Please feel free 
to join us in this multi-year bindweed 
eradication effort when you see our team 
in action. 

 We continue to replenish the Little 
Free Libraries over the summer with new 
books for adults and children.

 We are sorry to announce that our 
Memorial Tree program is suspended 
at the present time. This program has 
been so enthusiastically embraced by 
the community that we have run out of 
space for trees along the Trail. Once the 
Smith Street extension is implemented, 
we expect to have trees and benches 
available once again for adoption by 
interested parties.

 We are very grateful to those who help 
us and, as always, volunteers are most 
welcome to join members of the Lakefield 
Trail Stewardship Committee in helping to 
enhance and maintain the Trail. 

Each spring, the Trail committee schedules kickoff works days to get the Trail in shape 
for the summer season.



Tiffany Jacobs

Township of Selwyn,  
Parks and Recreation Department

705-292-9507 ext 243

Fax: 705-292-8964

Trail information available at: 
www.lakefieldtrail.ca

TRAILTALK

When hiking, a winning hiker attitude  
includes: safety, respect, and relaxation.  
Leave the Trail cleaner than you found it.  

Carry out all litter. Keep pets leashed.

Trail-Sponsored Public Skating 
The Lakefield Trail Stewardship Committee partnered with the Township of Selwyn 
to offer a Trail sponsored Public Skating day on December 29 at the Lakefield-
Smith Community Centre from 12:00 to 1:00 pm. We hope you once again enjoyed 
a free public skate this year, compliments of the Lakefield Trail!

SELWYN

Stanley Street Connection
The Lakefield Trail was a millennium 
project connecting the various walking 
paths throughout the village. The final 
connection between the Rabbit Street 
section of the Trail and Queen Street 
will be completed in the spring of 
2019. Construction began in 2018 with 
the installation of a concrete sidewalk 
connection at Queen Street. The asphalt 
connecting path will run adjacent to 
Stanley Street.

Andrew Trail 
On November 20, 2018 the Andrew Trail was officially opened to the public. This trail is 
dedicated to two of the students in the 1968 Lily Lake bus accident who lost their lives. 
A plaque marking the dedication for these two Crestwood students was unveiled before 
family, friends, neighbours, and trail enthusiasts. 

 This accessible path is 450 metres long and connects the Eastwood Road and Patricia 
Crescent Neighbourhoods. It is a popular walking spot for local residents and visitors. 

This article covers trail development across Selwyn Township not just changes to the Lakefield Trail. Many Lakefield Newsletter 
readers will not be familiar with the Andrew Trail area, however it is found within Selwyn Township.

Smith Street Extension
Construction plans for the trail between 
the west end of Smith Street and Old 
Young’s Point Road continue to be on hold 
until the water/sewer underground work 
for the Lakefield South development is 
completed. Once the services work has 
been completed, this new section of the 
Trail and a north/south oriented trail 
connecting Smith Street to Bridge Street 
will be started. A general layout and 
design is being worked on in preparation 
for the project to begin. 

Stanley Street before, below, and in 
progress, right.


