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Actually, it was on December 19, 2000, 
at a candlelight service just south of the 
Lakefield Beach, that our MP Peter Adams 
officially opened the Lakefield Trail. 

 Following the opening, the Lakefield 
Village Council met for the last time 
as Lakefield. In the new millennium, 
Ennismore and Smith joined Lakefield to 
form Selwyn.

 For the twentieth anniversary, it is 
time to revisit, through pictures, what 
was happening about 20 years ago on the 
Trail. Thank you to everyone that helped 
all those years ago. 

It was 20 years ago today…



upcoming
TRAIL EVENTS

•  Trail Work Day  
Saturday April18, 2020 9 am. Meet at 
the shade shelter on Water St.

•  Trail Earth Day Hike  
Sunday April 26, 2020

•  Garden Work Day  
Saturday, May 9, 2020, 9 am. Meet at 
the Service Ontario building, Water 
St., Lakefield

•  Family Paddle Day  
Thursday, June 25, 2020, 5:30 pm 
Meet at the Lakefield Beach, 64 
Hague Blvd. To reserve canoes/
kayaks, call Adventure Outfitters  
705-652-7986.

•  Summer Garden Work Days  
Wednesday, June 17, July 22 and 
August 19.

•  Booth at the Lakefield Jazz Festival  
Saturday, July 4, 2020

•  Booth at the Lakefield Sidewalk Sale  
Saturday, August 8, 2020

•  PolarFest Night Hike  
Friday, February 5, 2020 7 pm, 
Marshland Centre, 64 Hague Blvd., 
Lakefield.

“See You on the Trail” Events

Lakefield Trail Historic Walk
On Saturday, September 14, 2019, the 
Lakefield Trail Stewardship Committee 
in collaboration with the Selwyn Public 
Library conducted a walk around the 
Trail with many interested hikers. Trail 
members Bruce Bellchambers and Mary 
Marsden led the walk covering most of 
the Trail. Highlights of Lakefield’s history 
were recounted by Mary, while Bruce told 
the history of the Trail. This successful 
event was the second Historic Walk 
focused on the Lakefield Trail.

PolarFest Night Hike
As part of the 2020 Polar Fest weekend 
events, the Lakefield Trail Stewardship 
Committee organised a winter Trail walk 
along the Hague Point section of the 
Trail. This hike has become one of the 
more popular events of the Polar Fest 
weekend and this year 240 participants 
took part in the hike. 

 Participants were divided into four 
groups and they visited four stations 
along the Trail. Outdoor specialists Sheila 
Potter, Derek Potter, Kim Dobson and 
Hugh Dobson shared their knowledge of 
such topics as stargazing, animal habitats, 
night vision, animal sounds and wildlife 
adaptations to winter. 

After the hike, participants gathered at 
the beach for a bonfire, where everyone 
warmed up with hot cider, cookies and 
roasted marshmallows.

Family Paddle Day
In June, committee members took part in 
the annual Family Paddle Day by hosting 
a bonfire barbecue for participants at the 
Lakefield Beach. We would like to thank 
Adventure Outfitters who generously 
provided canoes and kayaks to try out and 
offered on-water coaching.

 Despite the inclement weather there 
were participants who paddled on Lake 
Katchewanooka. After working up an 
appetite paddling, participants cooked 
hot dogs, roasted marshmallows and 
enjoyed cold drinks as well as a piece of 
‘canoe’ cake. Many thanks to Jennie of 
The Lakefield Pantry for providing the 
cake. 

Lakefield Jazz, Art & Craft Festival
In order to keep the public informed 
about the activities of the Lakefield Trail 
Stewardship Committee, an information 
booth was set up at the Jazz and Art 
Festival in July and at the annual 
Sidewalk Sale in August.

Read a Book on a Bench
For a few hours on the beautiful morning 
of Saturday, August 24, 2019, the first 
“Read a Book on a Bench” event was 
held. It was a partnership between the 
Lakefield Library and the Trail to promote 
literacy and to encourage people 
to explore the Trail with its now 51 
benches. Special guests were stationed 
at the five Little Library locations in the 
village talking about Lakefield’s literary 
greats and local history. The guests 
made great book recommendations for 
adults, teens and children. At noon, the 
participants enjoyed light refreshments in 
the Centennial Room of the Library.



Trail Maintenance & Fundraising

The Trail Committee would like to thank Sue Boyko for all the hours she spends every 
year tending the shade shelter garden. Her efforts add to the Trail and the beauty of 
Lakefield.

Fundraising for enhancement and 
maintenance of the Trail is an 
ongoing activity of the Lakefield Trail 
Stewardship Committee. 

 In 2019, we sold raffle tickets for a 
beautiful handcrafted cedar-lined oak 
chest. The chest was made by local 
woodworker Harry Pearson who is well 
known for the quality of his work. The 
winning ticket was drawn on September 
14 and the winner was Jack Armstrong. 
Congratulations Jack!

 In the past, Harry donated a set 
of wooden lawn chairs, oak tool box 
and rocking chair. The Committee is 
very grateful for his ongoing support of 
the Lakefield Trail.

On the morning of October 3, 2019, ten volunteers met at the shade shelter to make 
repairs to the boardwalk. Using local white cedar, they worked into the early afternoon 
replacing worn boards. This maintenance has been ongoing for the last several years. 
With this continued maintenance of the boardwalk, it is hoped that we will have many 
years before an extensive restoration is needed.

 The Lakefield Trail Committee along with volunteers continued to have their regular 
scheduled work days which include gardening, weeding and general trail maintenance. 
See the “Trail Events” section for the upcoming 2020 work days.



Township of Selwyn,  
Parks and Recreation Department

705-292-9507 ext 243

Fax: 705-292-8964

Trail information available at: 
www.lakefieldtrail.ca

TRAILTALK

When hiking, a winning hiker attitude includes: safety, respect, and relaxation.  
Leave the Trail cleaner than you found it. Carry out all litter. Keep pets leashed.

Trail-Sponsored Public Skating 
The Lakefield Trail Stewardship Committee partnered with the Township of 
Selwyn to offer a Trail sponsored Public Skating day on December 21, 2019 at the 
Lakefield-Smith Community Centre from 12:00 to 1:00 pm. 

We hope you once again enjoyed a free public skate this year, compliments of the 
Lakefield Trail!

SELWYN
Selwyn continues to develop many new 
trails throughout the Township. 

SMITH WARD
In Smith Ward, the Bridgenorth to 
Peterborough trail has Phase 1 completed 
allowing trail users to safely travel 
between 5th Line and Lindsay Road on the 
1.2 km accessible trail with parking at the 
5th Line trail end.

 The Environmental Impact Studies (EIS) 
that are necessary for Phase 2 (Pinehill 
Road to 5th Line) and Phase 3 (Lindsay 
Road at Creamery Road to Fairbairn Road) 
projects began in late 2019. The work for 
the EIS will be completed in 2020. The 
EIS report will contain recommendations 
for trail construction and any necessary 
environmental requirements to construct 
this trail.

 The Federal grant for $495,000 through 
the Canadian Experiences Fund (CEF) 
submitted in May 2019 was unsuccessful. 
Township staff will continue to look for 
funding to complete the final two phases 
of this trail that will connect Selwyn 
Township directly to Peterborough and 
a Great Canadian Trail head at Jackson 
Park. 

LAKEFIELD
Lakefield has trails connecting Smith 
Street to Young’s Point Road and the 
Triple T development being planned and 
laid out. This trail section would connect 
the existing Lakefield trail system to the 
popular biking routes on Young’s Point 
Road and the future neighbourhood trails 
in the Lakefield South development.

 The Lakefield Trail Stewardship 
Committee has begun the initial 
preparation work for the trail to Young’s 
Point Road and have committed finances 
to do the work. Selwyn Township will 
construct the trail section leading to 
Lakefield South after the underground 
work for water and sewer services for this 
development is completed. 

Fairbairn Trail runs from Lindsay Road 
at Creamery Road to Fairbairn Road. 
The Environmental Impact Studies for 
this third phase of the Bridgenorth to 
Peterborough project began in 2019.

ENNISMORE WATERFRONT TRAILS
Ennismore Waterfront Trails (EWT) will 
get significant maintenance in 2020. The 
boardwalk system that is part of the 
EWT through the cedar forest near Ennis 
Road requires board replacement and 
reconstruction of some sections of the 
boardwalk. Minor rerouting of the blue 
section of trail in the EWT will reduce the 
environmental impact on the wetlands 
of the EWT and improve the safe and 
enjoyable use of the trails in the blue 
section. 

 Over the next two years, Fleming 
College’s Forestry program will complete 
the forest management program that was 
begun in 2018. The forest management is 
necessary throughout the EWT forests for 
the health and well-being of the forest 
and all of the species that grow within the 
EWT. The students will remove unhealthy 
trees and thin out the smaller trees within 
the red and white pine forest of the EWT. 

Soon after her arrival in Lakefield seven years 
ago, Merrilyn Lindsay became a member of 
the Lakefield Trail Stewardship Committee. 

Since then she has been a dedicated worker 
on the many different work projects necessary 
to maintain the Lakefield Trail; contributing 
to the work on Trail Work Days several days 
a year, weeding the Trail gardens, spreading 
limestone screenings, helping with painting 
the cyclist signs on the pavement, working on 
the team to make the cedar-strip canoe for 
the auction at the 2015 Lakefield Trail Gala, 
helping with the Gala, and making the recent 
historic and interpretive signs. Merrilyn has 
also been responsible for the production of 
the yearly Trail newsletter. 

Thank you Merrilyn for all you do.

trail hero
MERRILYN LINDSAY


