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20th Anniversary Photo Contest

MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR
2021, the 20th Anniversary Year of the 
Trail, was a roller coaster of a year. 

Starting with the positive: our 
anniversary hike was a perfect 
celebration with a great group of 
participants, a terrific guide, and 
wildlife co-operation. This year also 
saw a record for Trail usage both from 
local residents and users from Toronto 
and further afield coming for day trips 
to enjoy Lakefield. While following 
COVID protocols, we were able to 
keep high standards of maintenance 
for the Trail. We are approaching 100 
memorial trees and 60 benches!

The negative for 2021: besides the 
cancellation of the Polarfest Night 
Hike due to a resurgence of COVID, 
we saw increased numbers and vigor 
of invasive species including dog 
strangling vine and garlic mustard, and 
sadly, a dramatic decline of our local 
ash trees. We continue our ongoing 
battle with bindweed in the native 
plant garden. 

Finally, I would like to thank Mary 
Marsden for all the hours she spent 
each year working on the Trail and 
in our village. We will have difficulty 
maintaining her high standards.

Hopefully 2022 will mark a return to 
more normal times with maintenance 
work parties and a start to planting 
on our new section of Trail between 
Bridge and Smith Streets. 

 “See you on the trail!” 

– Bruce Bellchambers

The contest, which required 
photographers to have one foot on the 
Lakefield Trail when their image was 
taken, was a COVID-safe way to enjoy 
Lakefield, get outdoors, and celebrate the 
20th anniversary of the Lakefield Trail. 
The images remind us that we live in a 
place of great beauty. 

Many of the inspiring images featured 
glorious sunsets, mist and ice seen from 
the main stretch of the Trail along the 
river and emphasized the beauty of 
nature in the midst of the village. 

Seventeen people submitted their 
photographs to the contest and, from a 
total of 58 entries, jurors Laura Peers, 
Meaghan Laroque and Lynn Cassels-
Caldwell selected the winners shown 
above. Congratulations to the winners 
and to everyone that submitted their 
photographs. The high quality of the 
submissions made the judges’ choices 
very difficult. 

You are invited to send trail photos to 
Recreation@selwyntownship.ca and they 
might be used for promotional purposes.

1st prize:  
Adam Stibbards, 
Ice on the  
Otonabee River

2nd prize: Michael Post, 
Bench with autumn leaves

3rd prize: Natalie Zwicker, 
Clouds in the Otonabee River



Volunteers are Key to Keeping the Trail in Good Repair
The Lakefield Trail Committee receives 
many positive comments from community 
members and visitors about the condition 
of the Trail and how it contributes to 
enhancing the appeal of life in the 
village. Much of the credit for this goes 
to the committee members as well as 
the numerous volunteers who help to 
maintain the Trail. This past year has been 
another busy one for Trail maintenance.

A wide variety of projects helped to keep 
the Trail in such good shape, including: 

 •  Trees and gardens along the trail 
were regularly weeded and mulched. 

 •  Bindweed and dog strangling vine, 
two invasive species of plants, were 
regularly removed over the summer 
to prevent further spread. 

 •  Dead or diseased trees were removed 
and replaced with appropriate native 
species. There are a total of 85 
memorial trees.

 •  The shade shelter on Water Street 
required some repair to replace 
rotten timber. The shelter was also 
reroofed and completely repainted. 

 •  The 57 benches that have been 
installed over the years require 
regular attention to maintain their 
appearance. Three new benches 
were installed this summer.

 •  Some volunteers took the initiative 
to remove the droppings from the 
geese who regularly also visit the 
Trail. 

 •  Cyclist signs on some sections of the 
Trail and roads were repainted. 

 •  Trail Committee members set up an 
information booth twice in 2021 at 
the Lakefield Farmers’ Market.

As we celebrate the 20th anniversary 
of the Lakefield Trail it is important 
to acknowledge the contribution of 
volunteers to the enhancement and 
upkeep of the Trail. It is through their 
involvement and interest in maintaining 
and promoting the Trail that the 
community can enjoy the benefits and 
pleasure that the Trail provides. 

If you would like to volunteer on an 
occasional or regular basis we would be 
very grateful for your help. Please contact 
Recreation@selwyntownship.ca.

On Saturday, November 27, 2021, a 
sunny and cool day, a group of 31 people 
gathered at the Marshland Centre to 
celebrate the 20th anniversary of the 
Lakefield Trail. A guided nature hike 
around Hague Point was led by Sheila 
Potter, a local teacher and naturalist/
biologist. This hike was the first 
organized public event offered by the 
Trail Stewardship Committee since the 
beginning of the pandemic.

The walk was very informative as Sheila 
enthusiastically shared her abundant 
knowledge of nature and the environment 
and answered numerous questions. Upon 
arrival at the marsh, Sheila invited each 
participant to smell cedar tea made from 
cedar tips that she had gathered as we 
walked. At that time, a fox suddenly 
made an appearance and surprised us all. 

Once back at the Marshland Centre, each 
participant was given a piece of 20th 
anniversary cake, decorated with the 
Lakefield Trail logo, to enjoy at home. 
In that one hour, we were made aware 
of the many plants, birds, waterfowl, 
animals and insects that make that area 
of our Trail their habitat and came away 
with an even greater appreciation of this 
particular section of the Lakefield Trail.

20th Anniversary Guided Hike

Removing dog-strangling vine

Bindweed removal in the lily garden Bench maintenance and sign painting Shade shelter gets a fresh coat of paint



Saving Lakefield’s Ash Trees from Emerald Ash Borer
Previous newsletters have discussed the 
Emerald Ash Borer (EAB), a small 2 cm 
long metallic colored beetle first found 
in the Detroit-Windsor area in 2002. In 
its beetle form, it eats ash tree leaves. 
In the next stage, the larvae bore under 
the bark and feed on the underlying tree 
tissues, eventually destroying the tree’s 
ability to transport water and nutrients. 
Initially, tree crowns are thinned and 
shoots grow from the roots and trunks. 
Affected trees have ‘D’ shaped exit holes 
in the bark where mature beetles have 
emerged. Eventually, woodpeckers and 
squirrels pull off bark to feast on the 
larvae and the tree dies. 

In the early stages of infestation, 
protection is afforded by injecting the 
tree with a pesticide, TreeAzin, a natural 
product that poses no risk to bees or 
other non-target tree species. Treatment 
by a licensed pesticide operator continues 
every two years for a number of years 
until EAB exhausts its local food supply. 
Untreated, affected trees become brittle, 
die quickly and are then prone to collapse 
and breakage. Most ash trees in the 
Kawartha area that haven’t been treated 
are dying or dead.

In 2013, we decided to start an injection 
program to save the iconic ash trees along 
Water Street. We have also treated a few 
ash trees on the Hague Point side of the 
river. Every two years since 2013, these 
trees have been injected by Logan Tree 
Experts with the TreeAzin pesticide to 
prevent EAB infestation. 

This spring, when trees start to leaf out, 
admire the glorious ash trees along Water 
Street. Treated trees bear a small metal 
tag on their trunk. Take a look at the ash 
tree forest on Concession Street east of 
SGS; last summer most were dead. There 

are many dead ash trees infested with 
EAB in the village. Last fall, the Trail 
planted an assortment of new native trees 
along the Trail directly west of SGS to 
replace dead and dying ash trees.

This program is the Trail’s small 
contribution to local biodiversity. These 
programs are part of what your generous 
donations to the Lakefield Trail support. 
Without your donations, we could not 
fund such important work.

Injection site preparation TreeAzin flowing into tree Tag identifying injected tree



Township of Selwyn,  
Parks and Recreation Department

705-292-9507 ext 243

Recreation@selwyntownship.ca

Trail information available at: 
www.lakefieldtrail.ca

When hiking, a winning hiker attitude 
includes: safety, respect, and relaxation.  
Leave the Trail cleaner than you found it. 

Carry out all litter. Keep pets leashed.

trail users

HIKE GUIDES
Lakefield
This year, the new 100 metre section of 
trail in Lakefield from Smith Street to 
Bridge Street was completed following 
installation of water and sewer mains. 
This connecting link means that new 
sections of trail developed in the future 
neighborhood called Lakefield South will 
have a safe linkage to the rest of the Trail 
in the village.

The Smith Street extension trail section 
(an unopened road allowance) going west 
to connect the Lakefield Trail to Young 
Point’s Road will be between 700 and 800 
meters long with a meandering layout. 
Most of this trail will be a limestone 
screening path. Culverts and a bridge are 
needed as a result of wet conditions in 
this area. The path has been roughly laid 
out behind the commercial properties on 
Bridge Street along the creek and through 
a marshy area. Funding to support the 
$166,000 budget to construct the trail has 
not yet been secured but planning and 
funding applications to local, provincial 
and federal programs will continue until 
funding is secured. Stay tuned for more 
news on this future project!

The Lakefield Trail will be positively 
affected by Council-directed changes to 
the Lakefield Campground after October 
2022. Campsites adjacent to the Trail will 
be decommissioned to increase space 
between Trail users and campground 

The Trail Committee is featuring regular 
users of the Trail, representing the many 
walkers and cyclists we observed this 
year. Quotes from these users included 
positive comments such as:

“ Love our family walks around the Village. 
We are so fortunate to live in such a 
gorgeous area in a wonderful welcoming 
community.”

 “  We walk the Lakefield Trail almost 
every day. It’s a great way to 
enjoy nature while getting a little 
exercise.”

“  As we walk, bike, hike, inline skate or 
kayak in the river along the Trail, we 
feel fortunate to have such easy access 
to many wonderful Trails.” 

 “  I walk daily along the Trail and 
believe in being a daily Trail 
steward.”

TRAILTALK
SELWYN

Ennismore Waterfront Trails
Ennismore Waterfront Park and the 
Heritage Trail system will get some 
redesign and general maintenance to 
ensure all sections are safe and accessible 
for users. One section is to be rerouted 
out of the marshy area near Ennis Road, 
eliminating some of the raised boardwalk 
sections. This section will be directed 
towards the Secret Garden on the 
Chemong Lake waterfront increasing the 
overall length of these trails by several 
hundred metres. Biking and walking trails 
will be added to the south side of the 
Gifford Causeway once all of the work 
is done in this phase of the causeway 
expansion.

Smith Ward
The Environmental Impact Study for 
the trail between Pinehill Road and the 
Bridgenorth Trail has been completed and 
is being evaluated by staff. The section 
between Lindsay Road and Fairbairn Road 
is also being planned by Township staff 
with the support of ORCA and local trail 
user groups. 

Selwyn Township has an abundance of 
wonderful trails for everyone to enjoy!

Bike repair station, Cenotaph Park

renters with native plantings creating a 
buffer. Decreasing the overall number of 
trailer/campsites will create more green 
space along this section of the Trail.

Trail Town funding continues to deliver 
more bike racks, benches, waste 
receptacles and signage throughout 
downtown Lakefield. Major reconstruction 
of Water Street along the Otonabee River 
over the next two years will see several 
user-friendly improvements for walkers 
and cyclists including reduced vehicular 
speeds, several new stop signs and new 
sidewalks. A complete accessible Trail 
along the shoreline from Isabel Morris 
Park to the corner of Water and Bridge 
Street will result.


