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Lakefield Rage win Ontario Senior C Lacrosse Title!
On September 21, 2021, Council presented the Lakefield Rage with a certificate of congratulations for winning the Ontario Lacrosse Association Senior C Championship.  
The final game was played on home floor on August 22, 2021 and brought back some much needed excitement  to the community.  During the Council meeting General 
Manager Derrick Crough and Captain John Crough thanked the many businesses and community members that have supported the team throughout the year! 

As we continue to grapple with the ever-changing 
COVID-19 restrictions, Selwyn Township has ensured 
that continuity of business and services remains a 
priority for Council and staff.  The past year has pre-
sented a number of challenges and forced the Town-
ship to think creatively to ensure that our community 
continues to receive essential services. 

These challenges have resulted in some exceptional 
successes in service delivery. During lockdown pe-
riods, Council continued to meet regularly by con-
ducting virtual Council meetings, providing an op-
portunity for residents to participate electronically 

or watch the meeting live through YouTube.  The 
Township was also one of the first municipalities to 
develop a hybrid model allowing for virtual or in-per-
son attendance at Council meetings depending on 
the COVID-19 restrictions. The Township saw an in-
crease in public engagement with the development 
of these new virtual opportunities. 

The Township has also implemented a number 
of online options to minimize service disruptions 
and continue to efficiently manage your tax dollars. 
Through our updated website, Virtual Town Hall (on-
line payment portal - see page 5), and Cloud Permit 

(online building permit application platform - see 
page 5); we are able to continue operations even 
when staff and residents could not attend our office.   

The Township launched a Municipal App which can 
be downloaded onto your smartphone and provide 
up-to-date notifications for all things municipal like 
road closures, changes to garbage and recycling 
pick-ups, etc. 

With the challenges of 2020/2021, Selwyn rose to 
the occasion and looked for new opportunities to 
connect with you in a more accessible and conve-
nient way!  

Challenges and Successes – Selwyn Stayed Connected!

Download the 
Selwyn App Today!

Launched December 2020, 
the Selwyn App is 
everything you 
need at your 
�ngertips!

Receive key 
noti�cations like 
road closures, 
holiday waste 
collection, etc. 

Subscribe to our 
monthly eNewsletters 
(resident and business 

based newsletters) 

Lake�eld Herald subscriber? 
We also have a bi-weekly 

Selwyn Spotlight 
advertisement to keep you 

up-to-date!

Connect With Us!

@SelwynTownship

YouTube @SelwynTownship

• 161 subscribers (83 more in 2021)
• 4,710 videos views
• 1,300 hours of watch time
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As part of the COVID-19 Economic Recovery Strategy, 
the Township’s contribution to the Community 
Improvement Plan financial incentive program was 
doubled in 2021 to over $130,000 to support local 
businesses.   

Now until December 31, 2022, the cost sharing formula 
for our CIP Financial Incentive Programs has increased 
from 50:50 to 70% Township: 30% applicant. 
Also, the COVID-19 Pilot Grant Program which supports 

physical alterations and improvements of existing 

commercial buildings to prevent and reduce the 
transmission of the COVID-19 virus will be in place until 
December 21, 2022. 
To learn more about the CIP Financial Incentive 

programs, visit selwyntownship.ca/CIP

Support for Selwyn Businesses! 

Council Members attended the grand opening of the new Cottage Toys location in Lakefield, which is one of the recipients of a Township CIP Financial Incentive grant. (L-R – Councillor Anita Locke, Mayor Andy Mitchell, Cottage Toys 
owners Donna and Andrew Rork, Deputy Mayor Sherry Senis, Councillor Donna Ballantyne, and Councillor Gerry Herron)

Election Day is Monday, October 24, 2022!

Are you on the Voters’ List?
Electors can visit the Township website to confirm and/

or update their electoral information in a few easy steps.  
Remember that the provincial and federal electoral 
voter lists are different than the municipal voter list.  In 
other words, if you are on the list to vote in a provincial 
election, it doesn’t mean that you are automatically on 
the voters’ list for a Municipal and School Board Election

Who Can Vote In a Municipal Election?
A person is entitled to vote, if on voting day they are:
• a Canadian citizen; 
• at least 18 years old; 
• resides in the local municipality or an owner or tenant 

of land there, or the spouse of such owner or tenant; and 
• not otherwise prohibited from voting.

How Can I Vote? 
 The Township of Selwyn offers internet and telephone 

voting! Eligible electors will be able to vote from a 
computer, telephone, cell phone or tablet.  Internet/
telephone voting is a convenient option for electors, 
allowing them to access ballots anytime, anywhere.

Eligible voters will receive a personalized voting 
instruction package well before Election Day (October 
24, 2022) with details on how to vote online or by 
phone.  Voters can cast their vote beginning October 11 
and up until October 24, 2022 at 8 pm.  Electronic voting 
stations will also be available at the Municipal office 
during the voting period for public use.
Online and telephone voting provides a secure 

mechanism that instantly encrypts and stores votes with 
no possibility of a vote being traced back to a voter’s 
identity, just like a traditional paper ballot.     
The Municipal Office will be open on October 24th, 

2022 until 8 pm. 

What are the Offices for Selwyn Council?
The Township of Selwyn has five Council members:
• At Large Election (every elector can vote for these 

candidates)
          • Mayor 
          • Deputy Mayor 
• Ward Election (only Ward electors 

vote for these candidates)       
          • Councillor Ennismore Ward (Ward 10) 
          • Councillor Smith Ward (Ward 20) 
          • Councillor Lakefield Ward (Ward 30)

Interested in Running for Council?
The Township’s website is an excellent resource for 

those interested in running for Council and includes 
information on nomination requirements, campaign 
rules, financial regulations etc.

Want to Know who is Running for Council? 
Check our website for current candidate nominations. 

Over the course of the next few months, the website will 
be updated on a regular basis to keep candidates and 
voters up-to-date.
 For more information, visit 
selwyntownship.ca/2022Elections.
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Selwyn Township is updating its Strategic Plan and Recreation Services Plan with the help of Monteith Brown Planning Consultants. Municipal strategic plans are 
long-range priority-setting documents, typically spanning five-to-ten-year time frames. They reflect community priorities and help identify and guide decision-
making. The Recreation Services Plan and Trails Master Plan will be consolidated into one document.
As one of Peterborough County’s fastest-growing municipalities (demonstrated by an impressive 9.3% growth in the 2021 census), 18,653 people call the Township 
of Selwyn home. Each member of the community has a unique perspective on what they value most about living here!
To get feedback from our residents on what the priorities should be for our area, the Township held an Open House and published an online Community Feedback 
Form. The Open House on May 29th had a fantastic turnout and was an evening full of great conversations. Over 150 responses have been collected through the 
online Community Feedback Form. Council and Staff would like to thank everyone who participated for their help in shaping the future of Selwyn Township.

We Heard From You!

$60,000 Funding to 
Install Accessible 

Docks in Lakefield!
On Thursday, March 14, 2024, 
dignitaries celebrated the Township 
receiving a $60,000 grant through 
the Inclusive Community Grants 
Program for the ‘Creating an Inclusive 
Waterfront in Lakefield’ project. 
The project includes the installation 
of both an assistive canoe/kayak 
launch at Isabel Morris Park and a 
fully accessible canoe/kayak launch 
at Lakefield Beach. These docks 
will provide barrier-free access to 
recreational water activities along the 
Otonabee River which runs through 
the Village of Lakefield in Selwyn 
Township. 

By increasing accessibility to outdoor 
spaces, Selwyn Township’s ‘Creating 
an Inclusive Waterfront in Lakefield’ 
project will improve community 
involvement for our residents.
 The Inclusive Community Grants 
Program, through the Ontario 
Government, is investing $750,000 to 
help communities across the province 
become more inclusive and accessible 
for people of all ages and abilities.

Photo (L-R): Peterborough County Warden Bonnie Clark, Smith Ward Councillor Brian Henry, Mayor 
Sherry Senis, the Honourable Raymond Cho Minister of Seniors and Accessibility, Member of Provincial 
Parliament Dave Smith, Deputy Mayor Ron Black, Lakefield Ward Councillor John Boyko, and 
Ennismore Ward Councillor Mary Coulas.

On Tuesday, May 28, 2024, Selwyn 
Township Council members, along 
with representatives from Aviva 
Canada and Earth Day Canada 
officially opened the Township’s new 
electric vehicle chargers.
In November 2023, the Township 
installed 6 electric vehicle chargers 
at four locations, including the 
Township Municipal Office, Ennismore 
Community Centre, Bridgenorth 
Library, and the River Den in Lakefield. 
The new chargers will help expand 
access to public charging in Selwyn 
Township, which supports a transition 
to electric vehicles and 

reduces greenhouse gas emissions. 
Residents and visitors can now charge 
their plug-in hybrid or electric vehicles 
across Selwyn Township!
The installation of the new electric 
vehicle chargers was funded through 
Aviva Canada’s Charged for Change 
program, presented in partnership 
with Earth Day Canada.
Following the speeches, Council 
members and residents were invited 
to view one of the new electric vehicle 
chargers in use at the Township 
Municipal Office.  

Plugging in to a 
Sustainable Future

(L-R): Emilie Fargeout - Senior Project Manager for Earth Day Canada, Shilpi Singh – Assistant Vice President of 
Sustainability at Aviva Canada, Selwyn Township Mayor Sherry Senis, Deputy Mayor Ron Black, Smith Ward 
Councillor Brian Henry, Lakefield Ward Councillor John Boyko, and Ennismore Ward Councillor Mary Coulas.

In the aftermath of the powerful ice 
storm on March 30th, the community 
of Selwyn Township has demonstrated 
remarkable resilience and unity. The 
storm caused widespread damage 
across local communities, downing 
trees, disrupting power, and creating 
hazardous conditions. In response, 
residents and businesses stepped up 
in inspiring ways, offering everything 
from debris removal to hot showers, 
bottled water, and the loan of 
generators. Despite being without 
power, many businesses still found 
ways to serve their customers and 
support their neighbours.

Township staff and emergency 
responders worked tirelessly to 
manage the response. Firefighters 
attended to urgent needs, while 
administrative staff kept residents 
informed through consistent updates. 
In addition, staff from the Public Works 
and Recreation departments worked 
together to clear roads and public 
spaces, ensuring safe access and 
travel for residents and emergency 
workers, and kept water and sewer 
services operating. Thanks to backup 
generators and strong emergency 
planning, the Township was able to: 
 • open the Smith Landfill free of 

charge for storm debris on April 1st 
 • open libraries to allow for charging 
stations
 • open the Municipal Office to assist 
residents
Hydro One mobilized all available 
resources, with support from crews 
across Ontario and beyond, to restore 
power as quickly as possible.
Mayor Sherry Senis expressed heartfelt 
gratitude to all on behalf of Council: 
“Their swift response, hard work, and 
unwavering dedication have not gone 
unnoticed… We recognize the personal 
sacrifices made, as many have left their 

own families and communities behind 
to assist us in our time of need. We are 
truly grateful for their commitment.” 
She also acknowledged the tireless 
work of frontline workers, municipal 
staff, volunteers, and the incredible 
community spirit shown by residents. 
“Though the work is ongoing, we 
already see the remarkable impact 
of these collective efforts... Selwyn 
Township is stronger because of you.”
Residents are reminded that 
emergency updates are shared via 
www.selwyntownship.ca, and social 
media (@SelwynTownship).

Working Together in Wake of 2025 Ice Storm



•  The Council Communicator – Selwyn Township  •2 Summer, 2025

On January 1st, 2024, representing Peterborough 
County Council, I was honoured to be elected as 
Chair of the newly merged Haliburton Kawartha 
Northumberland Peterborough (HKNP) Board of Health. 
This merger unites Peterborough Public Health and 
Haliburton Kawartha Pine Ridge Health Unit into a 
larger geographic service area, enhancing capacity 
and expertise. The COVID-19 pandemic challenged 
the ability of these health units to deliver necessary 
services, making the voluntary merger a timely 
decision. Supported by three years of Ministry of Health 
funding, the transition will involve updates to software, 
hardware, and programs. HKNP Health Unit now serves 
330,000 residents across offices in Peterborough, Port 
Hope, Lindsay, and Haliburton.
Beyond my role in Selwyn and Peterborough County, I 
have served as Vice Chair of the Four Counties Addiction 
Services Team (4CAST) Board for six years. In February 
2022, 4CAST received approval to offer residential 
addiction services in Peterborough, including six 
detox beds and six beds for a 35-day treatment 
program. Additional funding from the Ministry of 
Health enabled renovations of a home in Peterborough 
to meet care standards. Auburn Homestead, NFP 

Housing Corporation, owns the site, with oversight 
by the Canadian Mental Health Association (CMHA) 
HKPR. Renovations will conclude by late April, with 
preparations for opening underway.
Recently, 4CAST and the City of Peterborough co-led 
a proposal for a local Homelessness and Addiction 
Recovery Team (HART) Hub. HART Hubs address 
homelessness, addiction, mental illness, primary care, 
and poverty through community-designed programs. 
The Peterborough HART Hub will focus on the Wolfe 
Street Modular Bridge Housing program, including an 
onsite health team in partnership with PRHC, capacity 
for 40 individuals to transition from Wolfe Street into 
housing operated by 4CAST, a 24/7 specialized housing 
program for individuals with dual diagnoses, operated 
by CMHA; and a six-month addiction recovery aftercare 
housing program.
This initiative aims to open options for those living 
outside, in shelters, or using overnight programs, 
addressing homelessness in Peterborough County, 
where 30% of affected individuals reside. With a $6.2 
million investment, the HART Hub will integrate existing 
homelessness response models with health partners to 
tackle homelessness and addiction in the community.

Ron Black, Selwyn Deputy Mayor

Many of our residents know I believe Selwyn Township 
is the best place to live in the world. That sense of 
community was clear during and after the late-March 
ice storm, when family, friends, and neighbours came 
together to help restore normalcy. Kudos to our 
Township staff who worked above and beyond to 
ensure business as usual under extreme conditions.
Over the past year, we’ve continued to advocate to 
the Provincial Government. Key priorities included 
improving the process to recruit physicians, expanding 
long-term care beds, enhancing safety on Highway 28, 
and advancing the approval of our Official Plan.
Our Council met with Curve Lake First Nation, North 
Kawartha and Trent Lakes Councils for our annual quad 
council meeting, where we discussed issues of mutual 
interest and concern. It is so important to keep the lines 
of communication open.
The Lakefield South development has been approved 
and will proceed in multiple phases with guided 
responsible and gradual growth over the next 30 years. 
We remain committed to thoughtful planning and 
preserving the character and vibrancy that make Selwyn 

Township special.
Peterborough County, in collaboration with its local 
townships, has established a dedicated in-house 
Economic Development and Tourism Division, now 
operating out of the historic Old Post Office building in 
Lakefield. This newly created division is already making 
significant strides in supporting local businesses and 
promoting tourism across the region, resulting in a 
noticeable and positive impact on the area’s economic 
vitality and community development.
Looking ahead, the Selwyn Public Library’s second 
annual Twilight Golf Tournament takes place July 18th, 
beginning at 3:00 pm at The Quarry Golf Club. Golf 
and dinner cost $100. To register or sponsor, contact 
librarian@mypubliclibrary.ca.
Fiscal stewardship remains a priority with Selwyn 
Township maintaining a balanced budget, while 
investing in capital projects and maintaining the lowest 
tax rate in Peterborough County.
Enjoy what Selwyn has to offer this summer, and don’t 
hesitate to contact me with questions, suggestions or 
comments. I am a phone call away. 

Sherry Senis, Selwyn Mayor 

Additional Role: Peterborough County Councillor, and
Otonabee Conservation Board 
Cell: 705-740-3729
Email: rblack@selwyntownship.ca

Additional Role: Deputy Warden of Peterborough County, and 
Selwyn Public Library Board
Cell: 705-930-6202
Email: ssenis@selwyntownship.ca

An assistive canoe/kayak launch 
at Isabel Morris Park and a fully 
accessible canoe/kayak launch 
at Lakefield Beach now provide 
all residents and visitors to our 
community with barrier-free access 
to recreational water activities along 
the Otonabee River.
In 2024, Selwyn Township received a 
$60,000 grant through the Inclusive 
Community Grants Program for the 
‘Creating an Inclusive Waterfront in 

Lakefield’ project.
 The Inclusive Community Grants 
Program, through the Ontario 
Government, is investing $750,000 
to help communities across the 
province become more inclusive 
and accessible for people of all ages 
and abilities.

Accessible Docks 
Available in Lakefield!

Photo Credit: Isaac Eshikaty, @hover4media Photo Credit: Isaac Eshikaty, @hover4media
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With a majority government, the Government of Ontario 
is moving quickly with their new mandate. This requires 
a keen and critical eye to ensure community-level needs 
are not forgotten. As Ennismore’s Ward Councillor, my 
objective is to provide a voice.
At the 2024 Association of Municipalities of Ontario 
(AMO) Conference, I led a delegation with the Solicitor 
General requesting support for additional firefighting 
equipment and volunteer firefighters’ training. 
Delegations are an important forum for municipalities to 
remind the Government of distinct community needs.
As part of the Joint Accessibility Advisory Committee, 
I help provide information and recommendations to 
Selwyn Township and Peterborough County to improve 
accessibility. Building upon the 2023 AMO delegation 
with the Minister of Seniors and Accessibility, I am 
focused on improving accessibility and inclusivity in 
Selwyn. 
Partnering with Julie Grant and Nancy Turner, I’ve 
assisted with networking and raising funds for the 
Ennismore Inclusive Playground Project. Partnering with 
the Ennismore Girls Hockey Association U18B team, we 
raised over $3,400 for the 2025 BEL Rotary Polar Plunge, 
with half the donations going to the Ennismore Inclusive 

Playground Project. This project, to date, has raised 
$170,000 towards its $250,000 goal. Together we will 
make a difference!
In 2024, Eric Thornley, an Accessibility Advisory 
Committee member with visual impairment, noted 
their desire to experience the Ennismore Heritage 
Trail at the Ennismore Waterfront Park. This sparked an 
opportunity. Partnering with Trent University’s School 
of Environment, I hosted a student placement with 
Maxim Tandon. We have collected data to develop 
waypoints and other features for GPS mapping. The data 
will support traversing the trails using different devices, 
platforms, and mediums (e.g., images, voice direction, 
text description). This Trail is the pilot to work with more 
Trent students and the County of Peterborough in the 
next phase. Thank you to the Selwyn staff who support 
our efforts!
Thank you to all the sponsors, vendors, volunteers, and 
participants who made the 2024 Shamrock Festival 
and the 2024 Library Golf Tournament amazing events. 
These events return this year, with the addition of the 
Ennismore Heritage Days on July 12 and 13, 2025, 
celebrating the 200th Anniversary of the Peter Robinson 
Settlers. Mark your calendars!

Mary Coulas, Ennismore Ward Councillor

Additional Role: Joint Township-County Accessibility 
Advisory Committee
Cell: 705-740-4179
Email: mcoulas@selwyntownship.ca

Community engagement combines the actions 
individuals take involving themselves in their 
community and making a positive impact on the 
organizations and people within it. These selfless 
pursuits are aimed at addressing public concerns 
while improving the quality of life for everyone in 
Selwyn Township. These volunteers are crucial for the 
strengthening of Selwyn Township, for without their 
tireless commitment, including those who have come 
before us, Selwyn would not be what it is today.
 I cannot stress enough how important volunteers are 
to the success of our community. While supporting 
organizations and making a positive impact on our 
Township by providing essential services, filling 
service gaps, and offering support to our vulnerable 
populations. Volunteering fosters a sense of shared 
responsibility, promotes community building, and 
provides opportunities for personal growth and 
development. The heart of our community relies on 
volunteers.
 In recent years, volunteering has been on the decline. 
Economic instability, increased work demands, and 
family commitments have decreased our flexible time, 
making volunteerism less feasible for many of our 
community members. Additionally, changes in civic 
engagement patterns have contributed to the decline. 
 For those interested in becoming a volunteer, Selwyn 

offers numerous opportunities through our public 
libraries, Township-sponsored festivals and events, 
Selwyn Fire Department, Community Policing, seniors’ 
organizations, recreational programs, historical and 
horticultural groups, as well as municipal committees 
and boards or the countless community-based service 
groups operating in our area.
 Selwyn has opportunities for youth and adults who gain 
from the personal and societal benefits of volunteerism, 
which include increased happiness, improved mental 
health, enhanced community engagement, and the 
opportunity to gain new skills and knowledge. It 
can foster a sense of belonging and purpose while 
contributing to a more just and equitable society. Find 
the right volunteer opportunity for you by getting 
involved in a citizen advisory committee, a sustainable 
eco-based initiative or at one of Selwyn’s public facilities.
Community engagement seeks to engage participatory 
community members to achieve sustainable 
outcomes, equitable decision-making processes, and 
deepen relationships and trust between government 
organizations and Selwyn Township. Canadian curling 
champion Sherry Anderson highlights the value of 
volunteers with her quote, “Volunteers don’t get paid, 
not because they’re worthless, but because they’re 
priceless.”

Brian Henry, Smith Ward Councillor

Additional Role: Municipal Heritage Committee, and 
Peterborough County OPP Detachment Board
Cell: 705-740-4241
Email: bhenry@selwyntownship.ca

We are negotiating our way through an existential 
crisis we did not invite but are meeting with clear-
headed determination. When our economy and 
sovereignty were attacked, like all Canadians, we began 
reconsidering what it means to be Canadian. A part of 
our introspection involves a deeper appreciation for 
shared experiences whether an international hockey 
championship that we cheered together or an ice 
storm that brought neighbours together. As part of our 
opportunity for reflection, let’s consider the role played 
by our festivals.
We are a nation of festivals. There are film festivals, 
poetry festivals, rib festivals, art festivals, and every 
conceivable genre of music festival. They offer revelry 
and warmth in the acknowledgement that a particular 
passion is shared. But maybe they offer more.
We mock winter’s cold during PolarFest, which takes 
place the first weekend of February. There are fireworks, 
ice sculptures, an OPP vs. Selwyn Firefighters hockey 
game, and for the brave, the Polar Plunge.
The Lakefield Jazz, Art and Craft Festival is on July 12th 
at Isabel Morris Park. Artisans display their wares and 
food and beverage providers tempt us, while Canadian 

musicians, including Juno Award winners, invite us 
to sing, sway, or dance the day away.
The Ennismore Shamrock Festival began in 1967 and 
continues this year on July 19th and 20th at the Robert E. 
Young Recreation Complex. Enjoy bouncy castles, a BBQ, 
a garage sale, and a petting zoo. It also roars with a truck 
and tractor pull.
The Lakefield Literary Festival turns 30 years old this 
year! On July 18th and 19th, there will be children’s 
authors in the free Children’s Tent in downtown 
Lakefield and at Lakefield College School, where there 
will be exceptional Canadian authors presenting their 
books, and mingling at the Meet the Author Reception. 
Among the nine authors this year is Jane Urquhart. 
Festivals invite us to gather with family, neighbours, 
and friends to try new experiences, enjoy new songs 
or books, or even something crazy like jumping in a 
freezing lake, or at least applaud those who do. Festivals 
invite us to have fun. Coming together at festivals builds 
a little more unity in our community. This year, Festivals 
will play a role, however small, in making Canada an even 
better place for us all.

John Boyko, Lakefield Ward Councillor

Additional Role: Otonabee Conservation Board, and liaison 
representative on the Peterborough Police Services Board
Cell: 705-927-3093
Email: jboyko@selwyntownship.ca
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Ennismore CIP Project Breaks Ground

Celebrating Firefighters 

The long-awaited Ennismore Community 
Improvement Plan (CIP) construction project broke 
ground in 2025, marking a significant step toward 
enhancing infrastructure and public spaces in 
the heart of Ennismore. The project focuses on 
revitalizing the main intersection of Tara and Ennis 
Roads and extending the sidewalk along Ennis Road 
westward to Earl Avenue by approximately 146 
metres.
The County of Peterborough, which holds 
jurisdiction over the roadway and intersection, 
will collaborate closely with Selwyn Township 
throughout the project, while the Township will 
oversee the installation of sidewalks and other 
public realm enhancements.

The scope of the work includes the removal of 
the existing road surface, ditching and drainage 
improvements, and the installation of concrete 
sidewalks and curbs. Residents can also look forward 
to new decorative light standards, upgraded 
electrical infrastructure, and fresh landscaping that 
will beautify the area. Roadway improvements, 
including granular material upgrades and hot mix 
asphalt paving, will further enhance safety and 
usability for both pedestrians and motorists.
With the CIP, Selwyn Township aims to create a more 
accessible, attractive, and functional community 
hub that reflects the area’s character and charm. 
Residents and businesses are encouraged to follow 
project updates on the Township’s website and 

social media channels as construction approaches. 
To keep up to date on the project, visit speakup.
selwyntownship.ca.

At the December 10, 2024, Council Meeting, several of our volunteer firefighters 
and staff were recognized for their many years of service. Thank you for all that 
you do and your years of dedication!
 • Volunteer Fire Fighters Long Service Awards:
 • Paul Murray (50 years of service)
 • Dave Garrett, Gord Jopling and Jim Rosborough (40 years of service)
 • Blake Knox (35 years of service)
 • Greg Frost (30 years of service)

Pictured (L-R): Lakefield Ward Councillor John Boyko, Deputy Mayor Ron Black, Paul Murray, Fire 
Chief Gord Jopling, Mayor Sherry Senis, Ennismore Ward Councillor Mary Coulas, Dave Garrett, Jim 
Rosborough, Blake Knox, Greg Frost.

On December 5, 2024, the Selwyn Fire Department was presented with a grant to assist in the 
purchase of firefighting training materials through Safe Community Project Assist, a program 
with the Fire Marshal’s Public Fire Safety Council that supplements existing training for Ontario 
volunteer and composite fire departments in the communities where Enbridge Gas operates.

The Township is proud to have our Mayor Sherry Senis serving a second term as the Deputy 
Warden of Peterborough County. Sherry will continue to work closely with Warden Bonnie 
Clark, Deputy Mayor of the Township of Otonabee-South Monaghan, to serve the residents of 
Peterborough County. Well done, Sherry!



•  The Council Communicator – Selwyn Township  • 5Summer, 2025

The Jude’s Joy Fundraiser, launched 
in support of the Ennismore 
Inclusive Playground Project, is 
making powerful strides toward 
bringing Selwyn Township its 
first barrier-free playground. 
Spearheaded by the Ennismore 
Optimist Club in collaboration 
with Julie Grant of Accessible 
Playgrounds Ontario, the initiative 
seeks to raise $250,000 to build 
an innovative and inclusive play 
space at Ennismore Waterfront Park. 
With features like poured-in-place 
rubber surfacing and accessible 
equipment—including a ground-
level merry-go-round designed 
for mobility aids—the playground 
is thoughtfully designed to foster 
active participation among persons 
of all abilities. So far, the campaign 

has raised an impressive $170,000, 
showcasing the community’s 
overwhelming support.
More than just a recreational 
space, the Ennismore Inclusive 
Playground Project represents a 
step forward in building a stronger, 
more connected community. By 
promoting inclusion, accessibility, 
and multi-generational play, the 
playground will serve as a model 
for accessible recreation, drawing 
visitors from across the region 
and enhancing Selwyn Township’s 
reputation as a family-friendly 
destination. Those wishing to 
donate or learn more can visit 
ennismoreinclusiveplayground.
com and help make inclusive play a 
reality for all.

By participating in the library’s 
fundraiser, you’re helping to 
provide essential community 
resources, innovative children/teen/
adult programs, and access to new 
and innovative technology.
 • Date: Friday, July 18, 2025
 • Time: Tee off at 4:00 PM; Dinner at 
6:30 PM
 • Location: The Quarry Golf Club 
(447 Tara Road, Ennismore)
 • Tickets: To purchase tickets, visit: 
selwyntownship.ca/twilightgolf 
 • Includes: Round of golf, dinner, 
prizes, and auction
How You Can Help:
 • Participate: Register for the 
tournament and get ready for an 
unforgettable evening of golf and 
philanthropy.
 • Donate: Can’t make it to the 
event or want to show some extra 
support? You can still make a 
difference by making an online or 

in-person donation to support our 
cause. 
For more information, email: 
librarian@mypubliclibrary.ca.
Thank you for your support, and we 
look forward to seeing you on the 
green!

Community Rallies 
Behind Inclusive Play-

ground Project

Selwyn Public Library 
Nine-Hole Twilight 

Golf Fundraiser 

In 2024, Council passed a By-law 
designating Kawartha Park Chapel, 
located at 2088 Hiawatha Lane on the 
west side of Stoney Lake, as a heritage 
property. The proposal for designation 
was brought forward by the Township 
Heritage Committee following a 
thorough review of the site. The 
Committee’s evaluation highlighted 
the chapel as “a unique and important 
example of a non-denominational 
cottage community church erected in 

the early twentieth century.”
Council supported the designation 
to help preserve and protect the 
historical features of the chapel, which 
was built in 1925. Since its designation, 
the building has been acquired by 
a not-for-profit organization, the 
Hiawatha Chapel Association. The 
Association is currently fundraising to 
restore the building and repurpose 
it for community use, including art 
shows, yoga classes, and meetings.

Kawartha Park Chapel
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New State-of-the-Art 
Equipment at the SPL 

Makerspace
Maxim Tandon, a Trent University 
student, leads the Trail Accessibility 
Improvement Project at Ennismore 
Heritage Trail and Waterfront Park 
in Selwyn Township. This initiative, 
in partnership with the Trent School 
of Environment, aims to unify three 
trails into a single accessible path 

for individuals with disabilities. 
The project includes GPS mapping, 
consultations with the Accessibility 
Advisory Committee, and the 
creation of a public webpage 
offering a user-friendly guide to the 
trail’s inclusive features.

The Selwyn Public Library (SPL) 
Makerspace is excited to unveil 
two powerful new additions that 
expand creative possibilities for 
our community: an industrial-
level embroidery machine and an 
advanced high-speed 3D printer. 
The new embroidery machine offers 
a wide range of features, including 
the ability to personalize clothing, 
bags, and fabric items with intricate, 
high-quality designs. This machine 
bridges the gap between creativity 
and craftsmanship. It’s the perfect 
balance of robust workhorse and 
user-friendly. No sewing experience 
is required to become proficient on 

this machine! 
Meanwhile, our new 3D printer 
stands out for its impressive speed 
without compromising detail 
or durability. Perfect for rapid 
prototyping, creating functional 
parts, product models, or artistic 
pieces. With precise layer resolution, 
it’s ideal for both engineering 
applications and creative projects.
Book an appointment to tour the 
SPL Makerspace and see these 
two exceptional machines, along 
with all the others! Contact us at 
makerspace@mypubliclibrary.ca or 
705-651-8601.

 Leaders from Curve Lake First Nation, Selwyn Township, the Municipality of Trent Lakes, and the 
Township of North Kawartha gather for a joint Council meeting on September 26, 2024, at the 
Bridgenorth Community Hall in Selwyn Township to share updates, discuss community goals, and 
explore opportunities for collaboration. The next Quad Council meeting is scheduled for September 25, 
2025, in Curve Lake First Nation.

With Council approval, local craftsman Kent Wilson restored the historic Johnson Bickell Cemetery 
fence at Lakefield Road and the 6th Line, replicating 19th-century details using traditional joinery 
and locally sourced lumber.

Ennismore Heritage Trail 
Accessibility Project

On June 7, 2025, Selwyn Township Council hosted a Town Hall in Smith Ward in Council Chambers 
at the Selwyn Township Municipal Office. Town Halls offer residents an informal setting to discuss 
municipal matters with their local Council.
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Contact Information

Selwyn Township Municipal Office Open Monday   
to Friday from 8:30 AM to 4:30 PM
www.selwyntownship.ca
Phone No.:
Toll Free from 705 Area Code:
General Email Address:

Sign up for our eNewsletters by visiting: 
selwyntownship.ca/enewsletter

Check us out on

(705) 292-9507
1-877-213-7419
info@selwyntownship.ca

Landfill Site
Summer Hours: May 20, 2025 – October 13, 2025
Tuesday 9:00 AM – 5:00 PM
Wednesday 9:00 AM – 7:00 PM
Thursday 9:00 AM – 5:00 PM
Friday 9:00 AM -5:00 PM
Saturday 9:00 AM – 3:00 PM
Winter Hours: October 14, 2025 – May 18, 2026
Tuesday to Friday 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM
Saturday 9:00 AM – 3:00 PM

(705) 292-9507

Bridgenorth Library (705) 292-5065

Ennismore Library (705) 292-8022

Lakefield Library (705) 652-8623

Fire Department Administration (705) 292-7282

Recycling – Emterra 1-888-597-1541

Garbage – Waste Connections of Canada (705) 742-4268

OPP Police Administration (Ennismore & Smith) (705) 742-0401

Peterborough Police Administration (Lakefield) (705) 876-1122

Peterborough Humane Society (Animal Control) (705) 745-4722 ext. 215

2025 Council Meetings
July 15th – 1:00 PM

August 12th – 1:00 PM

September 9th – 1:00 PM

September 23rd – 1:00 PM

October 14th – 1:00 PM

October 28th – 1:00 PM 

November 11th – 1:00 PM

November 20th – 1:00 PM – Draft 
2026 Capital Budget 

November 25th – 1:00 PM

December 9th – 1:00 PM

December 11th – 1:00 PM – Major 
2026 Budget Impacts and Preliminary 
Work Plans 2026

The Old Post Office Has 
Officially Re-Opened!

On September 6, 2024, Selwyn 
Township Council met with 
representatives from Peterborough 
County, Community Futures 
Peterborough & the Peterborough + 
Kawarthas Chamber of Commerce to 
officially sign the lease agreement for 
12 Queen Street in Lakefield, known 
as the Old Post Office.
The Information Hub in downtown 
Lakefield now serves as the central 
location, which provides services 
to businesses and residents across 
the County. The Hub houses Selwyn 
Township’s Economic Development 
office, Peterborough County’s 

Economic Development and Tourism 
office, and satellite offices for 
Community Futures Peterborough, 
the Business Advisory Centre and the 
Chamber of Commerce. 
The team’s efforts will focus on 
fostering collaboration across 
the region, ensuring that local 
businesses have the resources they 
need to thrive, and attracting new 
opportunities to the area. Their 
combined experience and strategic 
vision will be key in advancing 
economic development initiatives in 
the region.

During Local Government Week, Mayor Sherry Senis visited local schools to spread awareness 
about the significant role local government plays in our communities.
Pictured here is Mayor Sherry Senis with a class at Chemong Public School!
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